
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

Wednesday July 14, 2021 – 6:00 PM - Hybrid Meeting in Person and Via Zoom 

Richmond Town Hall, 1529 State Road, Richmond, MA 01254 

 

PRESENT: Neal Pilson, Chair; Al Hanson, Selectman; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Danielle Fillio, 

Town Administrator; Tom Grizey, Sewer Supervisor; Carly Capstan, Steve Traver, Fire Chief; 

Peter Beckwith, Highway Super.; Eric Shimelonis, Chair of W. Stockbridge Selectboard; Roger 

Kavanagh, W. Stockbridge Selectman; Kathleen Keresey, W. Stockbridge Selectman; Joan 

Cornell, resident; Ron Veillette, Chair of the Con. Com. (via Zoom); Holly Stover (via Zoom); 

Peter Miller (via Zoom); Alison Cole (via Zoom); Doreen Donovan (via Zoom) 

Neal opened the meeting at 6:00 PM and noting that Roger would be just a few minutes late, 

began with the approval of the minutes of the June 28, 2021 meeting. Hearing no question or 

discussion, Al moved to accept the minutes of the June 28, 2021 meeting as amended. He was 

seconded by Neal and the motion adopted by unanimous consent. 

Boys and Girls Club One-Day Alcohol License: Ms. Carly Capstan came before the Board to 

request a one-day liquor license for the Boys and Girls Club to hold an annual event. This event 

has been held for many years and there has never been any complaints or problems associated 

with it. Therefore, Neal moved to approve the one-day liquor license. The motion was seconded 

and passed by unanimous vote. 

At this point, Roger arrived. Neal advised Roger of the two items dealt with in his absence. 

West Stockbridge Selectmen – Shared Services for Fire Chief Extension: Eric Shimelonis spoke 

of the excellent work Chief Traver has done for the Town of West Stockbridge in reorganizing 

and improving the effectiveness of their Fire Department. He then advised the Richmond Board 

that West Stockbridge would like to continue the agreement to share the services of the Fire 

Chief for a term of two years. West Stockbridge noted that they will be making some small, 

non-substantive changes to the wording of the agreement and submit a revised document to 

Richmond for the Selectboard to review and approve.  

The Richmond Board was in favor of the extension of the agreement and will await receipt of 

the amended document. In the meantime, there would be no disruption in the sharing of the 

Fire Chief’s services. 

Joane Cornell – Drainage and Water Issues on Dublin Road: Ms. Cornell described in detail the 

damage that has been done to her property as a result of excessive water run-off and drainage 

of rainwater. She is asking the Town for help in remedying the situation to prevent further 

damage in the future. 



There was an extensive discussion of the history of the water drainage, possible causes and 

some thoughts about options to correct the situation. Because the areas that are included in 

the likely causes of the flooding are sensitive, any solution will not be a simple one and will 

entail permitting by the State. 

Neal suggested that a committee of Peter Beckwith, Danielle Fillio and Ron Veillette be asked to 

research engineering companies that could do a study of the situation and determine clearly 

what the exact problem consists of and to offer options for remediation. It was agreed among 

the members of the Board that the Town would undertake the costs of the engineering study, 

probably requiring a Special Town Meeting to approve the Article. 

Ron was asked to put together a “Statement of Work” for the engineering firms and to include 

a request for options. It was decided that Peter Beckwith, Superintendent of the Highway 

Department, would spearhead the committee. Once that committee has identified the 

engineering companies to be considered for the project, they will be asked to come before the 

Board to outline their proposals. 

Town Beach – Question of Overcrowding Concerns: Neal reported that he has had a complaint 

from Andy Leeco about overcrowding and lack of parking at the Beach. Mr. Leeco was not in 

attendance at the meeting. Neal had spoken to Danielle about the issue and she contacted the 

lifeguards and Tom Grizey who unofficially oversees the beach and the boat ramp.  She did not 

hear of a single complaint from those sources and was advised that no one was aware of 

anyone else finding it impossible to park at the Beach. Neal noted that he will drive over to the 

beach at the next sunny day to see the situation for himself. Tom continues to monitor the 

beach and keeps Danielle updated on a regular basis. Neal will advise Mr. Leeco that the Board 

discussed the situation and will continue to monitor it. 

A discussion followed about possible “no parking” signs on the access road. Peter noted that he 

is unaware of any problem with parking on that road and that there is no need to do so. 

Assistant Wire Inspector: The Board has been asked to approve Carl Cooper, Jr. as the Assistant 

Wire Inspector. A motion to approve the appointment was made and seconded and adopted by 

unanimous consent. 

Public Comment: Ron advised the Board that he has been given photos of tire dumping activity 

in Richmond Pond from Peter Miller. Mr. Miller has removed the tires from the Pond, and they 

are currently on his front lawn, where they are attracting additional trash from passers-by. Pete 

Beckwith was asked to remove and dispose of those tires as soon as possible, which he will do. 

Ron advised the Board that the Con. Com. has looked at the land the Town owns that will be 

going to auction and they have determined that they have no jurisdiction or interest. 

Dick Stover raised the issue of the unsightly collection of firewood on Sleepy Hollow Road at 

Jeff Grant’s property. Al advised the Board, as Chairman of the Agricultural Commission, that 

property owners have the right to import and sell firewood and that there are many other 



people in town also engaged in that business. Holly agreed that, although it is an ugly sight, he 

does have that right but perhaps he could be made to move back some of the wood lying within 

the public right-of-way, which she saw as a possible cause of an accident. 

Sewer Matters: Tom had no urgent matters for the Board except to advise that he is seeing 

great quantities of extra water moving between Richmond Shores and Whitewood, which is 

probably the result of someone illegally pumping water into the system. As the amount of 

water is well within capacity limits, there is no crisis or need for immediate action. 

Al raised the question of the recent surge in building at Richmond Shores and whether that is 

impacting the sewer capacity. A short discussion assured Al that the capacity of the system is 

well above what the increased building is creating and that there are no additional buildable 

lots or enough land to create building lots that will exceed the capacity of the sewer system. 

Doreen Donovan said she felt it was important that a meeting be created to talk about 

Richmond Shores. Danielle and Paul Lisi are working on setting a date for the annual Richmond 

Shores Informational Session. 

Selectmen’s Matters: Al reported a complaint from Lenox Mountain Road concerning the 

stability of the dams during this unusual rainy season. Danielle has been in contact with the 

Lenox Town Administrator and been advised that they are aware of and on top of the issue. 

Their engineers have assured her that they are closely monitoring the situation and see no need 

for concern. The Lenox DPW Superintendent has contacted that person to assure him that the 

dams are stable. 

Roger noted that he had completed a site visit at 20 Reservoir Road about a clogged drainage 

ditch. Ron noted that the owner has submitted an RDA for clearing the ditch, which Ron 

approved with the proviso that they do not take down any living trees. 

Holly Stover – discussed concerns about heavy vehicles using the access road and the bridge to 

Richmond Shores due to the sudden increase in building in that area, when those routes were 

never intended for more than summer use. She was advised that years ago, Petricca 

Construction had sent their engineers to determine what needed to be done to the bridge to 

enable it to withstand their concrete trucks so that they could continue their business in that 

area. They provided all the materials and the bridge was brought to a standard well within the 

ability to carry that kind of heavy traffic. The bridge is expected to continue to stand for many 

more years. 

Alison Cole asked about permission to place signs advising “no outlet,” on the access road. Pete 

and Tom will review the existing signage and see if it needs updating.  

Peter Miller also expressed concern about the cement trucks using the bridge. He was advised 

to contact Petricca. 



Updates from Town Administrator: Danielle attended a pre-construction meeting about the 

Dublin Road Bridge Project to determine timelines. She and Peter have applied for and received 

$150,000 in additional funds for a total of $650,000 for the project. 

Danielle noted that the Town Hall will be switching its phone company and its I.T. support 

company in the middle of July. This will put both systems in one company and increase the 

efficiency of both. 

There being no further business before the board, Neal moved to adjourn the meeting. The 

motion was seconded by Al and passed by unanimous vote. The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 

PM. 

 

Signed: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Neal Pilson, Chair     

 


